Elevated plasma homovanillic acid in depressed females with melancholia and psychosis.
Plasma free homovanillic acid (HVA) and 3-methoxy-4-hydroxyphenylglycol (MHPG) were measured before drug treatment in 29 patients diagnosed as having major depression with melancholia and in 18 control subjects. Plasma HVA was significantly elevated in the total group of female melancholic patients when compared with female controls or male melancholics. Most female patients with psychotic melancholia had elevated HVA levels. These differences were not found in male patients. No significant differences were found for plasma MHPG.